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So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Madam Speaker, 

on rollcall No. 335 I was unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’. 

Mr. HAYES. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to be present for rollcall vote 335 due to my 
recovery from hip surgery. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
335. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. CON. RES. 
144 

Mr. PICKERING. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that my name 
be withdrawn as cosponsor from H. 
Con. Res. 144. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BIGGERT). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi? 

There was no objection. 
f 

APPROVING EXTENSION OF NON-
DISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT 
WITH RESPECT TO PRODUCTS OF 
THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM 

Mr. THOMAS. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to the previous order of the 
House, I call up the joint resolution 
(H.J. Res. 51) approving the extension 
of nondiscriminatory treatment with 
respect to the products of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The text of House Joint Resolution 51 
is as follows: 

H.J. RES. 51 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Congress ap-
proves the extension of nondiscriminatory 
treatment with respect to the products of 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam trans-
mitted by the President to the Congress on 
June 8, 2001. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of 

Wednesday, September 5, 2001, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMAS) 
and a Member opposed to the joint res-
olution each will control 1 hour. 

Is there a Member opposed to the 
joint resolution? 

Mr. MCNULTY. Madam Speaker, I 
claim the time in opposition to the 
joint resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MCNULTY) 
will control 60 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. THOMAS). 

Mr. THOMAS. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to yield one-half of 
my time to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. LEVIN), and that he be per-
mitted to yield time as he sees fit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. THOMAS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

House Joint Resolution 51, as appro-
priate with its title, deals with a trade 
agreement with the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam. This is the most com-
prehensive trade agreement with a 
nonmarket economy country that the 
United States has ever entered into. 
That is why I want to underscore that 
it is with the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam. 

Normal trade relations used to be 
called Most Favored Nation treatment, 
and frankly, it was a misnomer; most 
nations receive Most Favored Nation 
treatment. And so a few years ago we 
appropriately changed the termi-
nology. I think, therefore, if we are 
asking that we have normal trade rela-
tions with the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam, who do we not have normal 
trade relations with? And in this part 
of the world, in the Far East, there are 
basically two nations that do not enjoy 
normal trading relations with the 
United States. Those are Laos and 
North Korea. All other countries in the 
Far East enjoy this status. 

The idea of having a bilateral trade 
agreement with the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam in a comprehensive way al-
lows us to deal with access in areas of 
industrial and agricultural goods, in 
services, in intellectual property 
rights, in investment, and in the trans-
parency of all of those activities. 

b 1415 

It is a trade agreement that will 
allow us to continue to improve the re-
lations between one of the fastest 
growing countries, both in terms of 
population and in terms of economy, in 
Southeast Asia. 

Madam Speaker, I would place in the 
RECORD a Statement of Administration 
Policy with regard to H.J. Res. 51. 

This statement says, ‘‘The adminis-
tration supports H.J. Res. 51 which 
would approve the extension of non-dis-

criminatory, i.e., normal trade rela-
tions treatment for products of Viet-
nam.’’ 

The closing of the paragraph says 
that ‘‘the Bilateral Trade Agreement’s 
entry into force completes a normal-
ization process that has spanned four 
administrations. Completion of this 
process will facilitate important bilat-
eral engagement on other issues of con-
cern.’’ 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESI-
DENT, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT 
AND BUDGET, 

Washington, DC, September 6, 2001. 
STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY 

(This statement has been coordinated by 
OMB with the concerned agencies) 

H.J. Res. 51—Approving the Extension of 
Normal Trade Relations Status for Viet-
nam)—(Rep. Armey (R) TX and 2 cospon-
sors) 

The Administration supports H.J. Res. 51, 
which would approve the extension of non-
discriminatory, i.e., Normal Trade Relations 
(NTR), treatment for the products of Viet-
nam. 

The Administration has continued to work 
with Vietnam to incrementally normalize 
our bilateral political, economic, and con-
sular relationship. U.S. engagement helps 
promote the development of a prosperous 
Vietnam and integrates it into world mar-
kets and regional organizations, which, in 
turn, helps contribute to regional stability. 
In addition, U.S. involvement has secured 
Vietnamese cooperation and engagement on 
a range of important U.S. policy goals, in-
cluding achieving the fullest possible ac-
counting of POW/MIAs from the Vietnam 
War. U.S. engagement also gives hope of pro-
ducing gains in respect for human rights as 
well. 

The U.S. has extended a Jackson-Vanik 
waiver to Vietnam for the past 3 years. This 
waiver, which is a prerequisite for NTR trade 
status, has permitted U.S. businesses oper-
ating in Vietnam to make use of U.S. Gov-
ernment programs supporting U.S. exports 
to and investments in Vietnam. U.S. busi-
ness views Vietnam the thirteenth most pop-
ulous country in the world, as an important 
potential market. 

On June 8th, President Bush submitted the 
U.S.-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement 
(BTA) to Congress for its approval as part of 
extending NTR to Vietnam. This BTA binds 
Vietnam to an unprecedented arrays of re-
forms, including tariff reductions for key 
U.S. exports, elimination of non-tariff bar-
riers, intellectual property rights protection, 
market access for American service indus-
tries, protections for American investors, 
and mechanisms to promote the rule of law. 

The BTA’s entry into force completes a 
normalization process that has spanned four 
Administrations. Completion of this process 
will facilitate important bilateral engage-
ment on other issues of concern. 

PAY-AS-YOU-GO SCORING 
Any law that would reduce receipts is sub-

ject to the pay-as-you-go requirements of the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act. Accordingly, H.J. Res. 51, which 
would reduce revenues, will be subject to the 
pay-as-you-go requirement. The Administra-
tion will work with Congress to ensure that 
any unintended sequester of spending does 
not occur under current law or the enact-
ment of any other proposals that meet the 
President’s objectives to reduce the debt, 
fund priority initiatives, and grant tax relief 
to all income tax paying Americans. 
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